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Iren and Ben, Child Laborers
An Education Gives Them a Chance to Escape 
Poverty

Iren

Iren holding her sister on the porch

“I wish 
they 
will 
help 
us 
finish 
our 

studies so we can work somewhere else and leave 
the sugarcane field.” 

Sixteen-year-old Iren was born in poverty, and she 
has worked since she was nine. Her typical day 
starts before dawn when she fetches water and 
firewood and helps with her five younger siblings. 
On the days she gets to attend school, she walks 
over four miles because she has no lunch money 
and has to go home for lunch or go hungry.

Iren misses school frequently because her parents 
need help earning enough to feed six children. On 
Saturdays and Sundays, Iren labors in the 
sugarcane fields. She used to cry because the 
heat was unbearable and her fingers bled from 
cutting sugarcane.

Iren is has lost much of her childhood, but you can 
help to make her wish come true. Donate now.
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 Ben making firecrackers

Eleven-year-old Ben began making firecrackers in 
the family pyrotechnics business when his father 
died two years ago. It’s a makeshift work area 
without electricity beside his family’s one-room 
shack. By the light of a kerosene lamp, Ben puts 
fuses in firecrackers. Every day he survives without 
an explosive catastrophe is a small miracle. 

Ben often misses school because his labor is 
needed to help his family survive. Your donation 
can help children like Ben end this cycle of poverty.
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