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Understandably, wardrobe is usually #1 on any 
traveler’s To-Do list. Infrequent travelers may 
never think to pack the little everyday objects 
that allow a quick fix or make travel safer and 
easier. When you’re on the road, you can’t 
always find these things, but they can avert 
disaster. 
 
The best way to ensure never leaving home 
without them is to assemble them in a small bag 
that stays in your suitcase. Once they’re in 
place, you never have to worry about 
remembering to pack them again. If you must 
remove items between trips, keep a list of what’s 
missing in the bag so you can replace the items 
before your next trip. 
 
Because some of these objects may raise red 
flags with today’s airport security, always pack 
this bag of goodies in your checked luggage. 
 
The following list of suggested items can be 
tailored to your specific travel needs. 
 
Repairs 
√ Sewing kit (scissors may have pointed tips) 
√ Duct tape (now available in flat rolls ideal for 

travel) 
√ Tube of glue 
√ Shoe polish or scuff remover 
√ Shoelaces 
√ Batteries to fit any device you’re carrying 
√ Swiss Army knife 
 
Communication 
√ Sticky notes 
√ Pencil (never leaks) 
√ Envelopes (for receipts, souvenirs, tips, or 

notes) 
√ Stamps (postcard or letter value) 
√ Pre-addressed labels 
√ Extra business cards 
 

Storage 
√ Hooks with suction cups 
√ Sealable plastic bags 
√ Folding tote bag 
 
Laundry 
√ Mesh laundry bag (hang in the closet to 

easily separate dirty clothes) 
√ Extension cord (doubles as a clothesline) 
√ Sink stopper 
√ Liquid detergent 
 
Security 
√ Plastic ties to secure luggage at the airport 
√ Luggage combination locks (no good at the 

airport, but you may need the security 
elsewhere) 

√ Flashlight 
√ Travel alarm 
 
Optional 
√ Binoculars 
√ Umbrella 
√ Extra pair of eyeglasses or contact lenses 

with cleaning cloth or liquid cleaner 
√ Eyeglass repair kit 
√ Shoe pads 
√ Braces for ankle, knee, or wrist 
 
International Travel 
√ Currency converter 
√ Hand-held language translator 
√ Voltage conversion kit 
 
Pack consumable items with a finite shelf life, 
such as sunscreen, bug repellant, over-the-
counter drugs, and first-aid materials, with your 
toiletries so you can double-check their condition 
and replace them in one quick trip to the 
drugstore. 
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